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b. 1850 - Virginia or Kentucky —

d. 1913 - Minneapolis, buried in Oakwood /
cemetery, Anoka / A 08
Research suggests James Shepherd enlistedin |

the 50th Colored Regiment (USCT) as an \
early teenager. According to his obituary (Anoka |

b
i
-

Union 12-24-13) this enlistment put him at risk \ .’ L
for being executed. \ m W w
\ ®
Shepherd’s fate changed when Captain Lucien SN s b. 8/15/1847 - Kentucky
Martin of 4th MIN Infantry intervened and 4. 121/ 1910% Avok biredsa'Oalowend
brought him to Minnesota, where he finished , cemetery, Anoka
his journey to Anoka with Mr. Cooper (Herald
12-23-13). JW. Wells enlisted on August 15, 1862 in the 1°" I
| ; : Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantry, which became i
TTy The 1870 census lists Shepherd as sharing a the 79™ US Colored Infantry in June of 1863.
b house with several other people in Anoka, but Wllt saroa il Noven i s s
r-ﬂ {i within five years, he married Mary and started a made his way to Minnesota.
§'.L family. They moved to Township 33 and settled :
il in the town of Burns wl?ere‘ they _ma.de a life for In1870 he was married to his wife Nora (also known il
1 | the.:mselves.. Sheph‘erd died in 1913 in as Sarah or Rachael) records suggest she used both FpaLt | —
amie B8l b epb Tt e s e first and middle names interchangeably. '
o
R : ,
ol <4 o Wells opened a barber shop in Anoka in 1874, . :
iﬁ: - . L ~ _—
_‘_'3;; ‘ %.‘ and was a loved member of the community. — -
:.?g 119} i He worked here until A
;:;: ; e o he died 1n 1919, il | e
JER - \ survived only v o
ARy “ | e
.Em 1 = . y 1S
S - 4 ' .
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PATHS CROSS? . |4

o Although it’s not clear how their friendship began, both men served in the USCT
e and made their home in Anoka County. As a GAR member at Anoka’s Post #2,
k;;‘ | Wells may have encountered Shepherd at events or found his way into Well’s
N barbershop for a trim. Both men navigated a post-war America still rife with racial —
i% barriers, yet their presence in Anoka’s records speaks to their resilience and the
5 evolving history of Black Americans in Minnesota. =
~
I, : / S o -
e Kansas in 1861 /  Kentucky & Virginain 1861 o v
A Union Territory Confederate Territory 5 B - /
el
S The United States Colored Troops (USCT) was the
A designation given to the approximately 175 regiments of
2y i ) = : non-white soldiers that served during the Civil War. ——
& R g Z At the start of the Civil War, Black men were barred
* E 2 from enlisting. That changed with the Emancipation
£ :‘i Proclamation (Jan 1, 1863), allowing them to join what
ar -’- 5 had previously been regarded as a white mans war.
25! | Initially called Corps d’Afrique or African Descent
regiments, they would later become the United States -
< - Colored Troops (USCT). More than 94,000 formerly
?- = » enslaved people served as Union soldiers. Black men
= 21 could not become captains and faced brutal =
consequences if captured: suffering re-enslavement, Sy
-:’*7._'.' & execution, or other punishments decreed by the
- Confederate Congress in Richmond Virginia.
g e
THECOST OFSERVICE
FORT PILLOW MASSACRE
3 Although not connected to Wells or Shepherd
direclty, the Fort Pillow Massacre exemplifies the s ol P
unique risks faced by Black soldiers. E€ iy e O 7 h ] =
e ol Confederates under Nathan Bedford Forrest / N e T _
N slaughtered besieged Union troops at Fort Pillow | ) Captainivs o Matthe‘?]s peraEa ety -
H ‘ on April 12, 1864. Acting commander William \ lived as a free Black man,.busmess c?wner, and
7 Bradford, following the death of his superior, \ i S R R O e
o T refused to give in: \ ; _ —
A Matthews recruited former slaves into the
c AT , \ 15" Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantr
S “IWILL NOT SURRENDER.’ \ y
- § at Fort Scott as early as 1862
The Confederates showed no mercy. The massacre || T ) —
p- 14 | became a rallying cry for Black soldiers and |
SSL g : intensified the Union’s commitment to the cause. l
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. aNE pip MATTHEWS RrRecrurr WELLS'? SR g
. N ¥ -

L

> e | mE T

-
1
A

VISIT US ONLINE i /BT
' ANOKACOUNTYHISTORY.ORG i 2 BVE
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